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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an inexpensive 
and reliable atmospheric pressure estimation method 
that accurately detects an atmospheric pressure during 
downhill deceleration even without the adoption of an 
atmospheric pressure sensor, and suffers no influence of 
an atmospheric pressure variation even during vehicle 
travel involving an altitude difference. 
SOLUTION: The atmospheric pressure estimation 
method is for an internal combustion engine comprising 
an operating state detecting means for detecting an 
operating state of the engine, an intake pipe pressure 
detector for detecting an intake pipe internal pressure 
downstream of a throttle valve of the internal 
combustion engine, and an atmospheric pressure 
estimating means for estimating an atmospheric 
pressure according to the intake pipe pressure detected 
by the intake pipe pressure detector during travel, at a 
start-up or at an engine stop. The atmospheric pressure 
estimate is updated if a given travel distance is reached 
while a vehicle driving state remains in a given decelerating state. 
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